




BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 3, 2008
 

BOARD M!M.BEIRS PRESENT: DA"\r'E NOWICKI, STEVE HEllNTZRMAN, OOBSTREK, VllOOl CURES, BOO AN'll'ZAK, lliENllE DAVIS, 
cmus EDWARDS, DICK GROMKO, nus GUILES, BUD POTfS, BRIAN BOOMSMA, DAVE ANDERSON, TONY NliKODEMSKI, JIM 
LARSEN, fRV BI'XBE , BILL NEWELL, JOHNGAR.DNER. ABSENT EXCUSEDAt DAVIS, JOHNSTAUFlFJER, MEMBER PRFSENTNORM 
VANSleKLE, HENRY ZEMAN. 

1. DAVE NOWICKI CAllED THE MEETING10ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. 
2. THESECRETARYS REPORT WAS ACCEPTED AS PRINTED IN TIlE NEWSUITTER. 
3. THE TR.E.ASURER'S REPORT WAS GIVEN BY BOB STREKAND IT WAS Aa::::EPTED AS READ. 
4. BOB ANTZAK REPORTEDON THE YEARLY FISH CONTEST. (is MEMBERS ARE IN mE<DN1'EST'fHISYEAR. THE 2009
 
CONTEST BEGINS ON DECEMBER 1,2008. CONTACI' BOB AN1ZAK TO SIGN UP.
 
S.DICKGROMKOANDTONY NlKODEMSKI REPOlITEDON MEETING PREP.
 
6.IRV BYXBE AND BRIAM BOOMSMA HAVE ADOPTED NORM VAN SICKLE TO HELP WITH RAFFLES AT CHAPTER MEETINGS.
 
7.CHRIS EDWARDS REPORTEDTHAT PROGRAMS ARE SET FOR. TIm NEXTOOUPLE Of MEETINGS.
 
8. KRIS GlJILES REPORTED THAT MUCC DUES HAVE BEEN PAID FOR 2009. 
9. HENRY ZEMAN HAS DONATED PRINTS FORASPECIAL RAfFl.E AND IS GE'ITING PRfN1'S FORAGRAND RAPIDSCHA.P'fER. 
LOGO. 
10. JIM LARSEN REPORTED ON MEMBERSHIP.
 
II.BUD POTIS UPDATIID'IRE BOARDON THE SALMON INSCHOOlS PROJECI'.
 
12. VIKKI GUll.ES RELAYED AN OFFEROF T-SHIRTSIHATS FOR A 50150 SALE WITH CASUAL THREADS. 
13. NORM VANSICKLE REPORTEDTHE NIDITTESAS HOLD EM IS SET FOR JANUARY 36, 200910 REPLACE 'IRE CANCELLED 
ocrOBER DATE. 
14. BUD POTI'S GAVE A STATE REPORTISTATINGNETS IN MUSKEGON HAVE BEEN DECLARIIDABANOONED, ARRFSfS HAVE 
BEEN MADE AND UCENSES PULUIDASA RESUlT OF 300 PLUSCAllS romE DNR. 
15. STEVE HEIN1'ZELMAN REPORTED ON THE UPCDMING FISHING PARTNERS OUTING IN MANISrEE ON NOVEMBER. 8. 
16. SUZI MElIDZINSKIIS All SETWlTH THE CHAPTERCHRISTMAS PARTY PRIZES ETC. 
17. THE BOARD OF DIRECfORS NOMINATIONS WERE DISCUSSEDAND USTED. 
18. THE CALENDAROF EVENTS FQR2OO!) FOR. mECHAP'l'ER WERE DISCUSSED. 
19. DAVE NOWICKI OORRAIJID VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITII THE SPORT SHOW. 
20. BOB STREK.ASKEDNORM VAN SICKLE roTRY ANDGRT ADVISITERS FOR THE NEWSLETIER. 
21. A MOTION WAS MADE AND PASSED TO INCREASE THE FEE TO $50.00 PER BOAT FOR mE MEMORIAL DAY OUTING.AND 
TIlE MAY BIG LAKE <DNTEST. 
22. A MOTION WAS MADE AND PASSED TO INCREASE THE ENTRY FOR. THE SPRING AND FALL RIVER CONTESTS TO $5.00 
PER PERSON. 
23. THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:00 P.M.
 

Vim GUILES, SECRETARY
 

Great Lakes Compact Success!
 
Image ofthe Great Lakes
 
The Great Lakes ecosystem is the only freshwater system of its kind in size and ecological diversity.
 
The Great Lakes are now securely protected from diversion and misuse following ratification ofthe Great .­
Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin Water Resources Compact. The historic agreement among states sets strong
 
standards for water use within the Great Lakes basin.
 

The Great Lakes contain nearly 20 percent of the world's freshwater supply and over 90 of the fresh surface
 
water in the United States. They are a vast resource, but each year rainfall and snowmelt replenish only about
 
one percent of the water in the basin. The other 99 percent is finite and nonrenewable.
 

This success helps ensure the future of the Great Lakes for diverse wildlife that rely on them. The water
 
agreement is the capstone often years ofhard work by the National Wildlife Federation and partners in the
 
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition.
 
Thanks so much to all of you who helped us achieve this huge victory!
 

You can learn more aboutthe National Wildlife Federationfs work in the Great Lakes region at
 
nwforglgreatlakes.
 
Great Lakes Natural Resources
 



-
The Great Lakes governors want answers from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Coast Guard 
as to why they have not switched on the new $9 million electric fish barrier designed to keep the dreaded 
Asian carp from invading the lakes. 

The barrier was finished more than two years ago, but federal officials in charge of the project won't 
activate it because ofwontes about the dangerthe etectrifiedwater could pose to barge operators 
traveling along the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. 

The only thing now standing between the Great Lakes and the leaping, fitter-feeding fish that can grow to 
100 pounds is a smaller electric barrier. That barrier was intended to be only a temporary solution to a 
fish invasion that biotogists say could deslroywhafs left ofUle takes' ecological integrity and muttibillion­
dollar fishing and tourist industries. 

Barrier advocates who have been meeting With the Coast Guard and Army Corps on the safety issues 
say the· slow pace of progress is unacceptable. 

""m the one who attends these meetings for the Great Lakes sport fishing and boating communities, and 
I'Ve had it up to my eyebatls with atl the bureaucracy I'm forcecJ to participate in," said Dan Thomas, 
president of the Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council. "Listening to atl the pandering and excuses that go 
on, it's almost like they've given up." 
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Consumers Energy officials are hoping air bUbbles wili help the Muskegon River keep its cool downstream of Croton Dam. 

Watertemperatures downstream oUne dam often rise above state standards for July and August. The problem -- known 
as thermal pollution -- is caused by dams holding back ponds of water, which absorb more heat than a free-flowing river. 

When discharged downstream, water from Croton Pond can increase watertemperamres in the river by as much as 4 
degrees Fahrenheit, according to state officials. The temperature problem is significant because it can harm the 
Muskegon River's thriving trout and steelhead fisheries, which attract anglers from around the world. 

Consumers officials believe the solution lies in pumping compressed air into the bottom of Croton Pond during the hottest 
periods of summer. As the air bubbles lise, so does frigid water from 30-feet below the pond's surface; that water then is 
discharged downstream. 

The system works like a super-sized version of the bubblers used in fish aquariums. 

"We're trying to bring cold water up from the bottom and send it downstream," said Dave Mcintosh, a hydro generation 
engineer at Consumers Energy. "Under optimum conditions, we might achieve a 1-degree drop in the water temperature." 

McIntosh said tests next summerwifl show whether the bubbler brings Croton Dam into compliance with water 
temperature standards. 

Those standards require the dam to discharge water that is no warmer than 68 degrees, said Kyle Kruger, a senior 
fisheries biologist forthe Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The water flowing out of the dam periodicalty 
reaches 72 degrees, he said. 

The bubbler system will improve living conditions for fish downstream of Croton Dam even if it doesn't bring the dam into 
fu1f compliance with waterQmiIitY standards, Kruger said. 

"It's a step in the right direction, a very positive step," Kruger said. "It's an effort on Consumers' part to be more 
environmentalty friendly." 

The bubbler, coupled with a new turbine at Hardy Dam that increases oxygen concentrations in water flOWing out of that 
structure, should further improve the Muskegon'S trout and steelhead fisheries downstream of Croton Dam, Kruger said. 

"If they can get the water temperatures down, it might mean an increase in the number of naturally reproduced fish in the 
river," Kruger said. 

Thermal pollution is a problem at dams across the country. 

Consumers Energy was required to address thermal pottution, and the lowering of oxygen concentrations downstream of 
its hydrolectric dams when those structures were relicensed in 1994. Consumers owns the Croton, Hardy and Rogers 
hydroelectrtc dams on the Muskegon River and several other hydroelectric dams on the Manistee and AUSabfe rivers. 

The utility recently installed a bUbbler device similar to the one at Croton at Hodenpyl Dam, near Yuma. 

Matt Supinski, a fishing guide and owner of the Gray Drake Lodge & OUtfitters on the Muskegon River, praised the 
changes at Hardy and Croton dams. 

"Those tubers (in the river) next summer will feel a cold sensation on their tattooed butts," Supinski said in his newsletter. 
"Most importantly, the trout and steelhead frywut be very happy." 
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